
Cooperation Agreement

between the

Helmholtz Association of Germlan Research Centres

and the

Chinese Acadelmy of Sciences

on

HelΓIhOItz■ CAS JOint Research Groups

Under which the Chinese Academy of Sciences (SanIihe ROad 52,

Xicheng, Be刂 ing), represented by ks President, Professor BAI chunⅡ
,

hereinafter referred to as“ CAS”

and the

Herrnann von HeIrnhOItz Gemeinschaft lDeutscher FOrschungszentren e.

V■ (Ahrstraβe45, 53175 BOnn, (Gerrη any), represented by⒒ s Presi■

dent, Professor J山 rgen Mlynek, hereinaRer referred to as‘‘
I丬 elrnholtz”

,

joint丨 y referred to hereinafter as‘ ‘Parties”

cOnsidering that the(0AS and lHe丨 rnhokz are distinguished research or¨

ganizations in their home countries、 ″ith outstanding scientific resources

and scientific。 technicaI facilities at their disposal;

Considering that the CAS and lHelrη hokz are a"devoted tO strategic re■



search fields and make effods to solVe the grand challenges concerning

social, econonη ical and scientific deveIopment;

considering the positiVe eXperience of the IOngˉ standing reIations be■

tween the CAS research institutes and the lHeIrnhOItz research centres

and the onˉ going interest for rnany cornrη on matters;

in order to promote internationaI Outstanding and scientificaⅡ y significant

research cooperation and to facilitate exchange of scientists and re。

searchers between the CAS institutes and the I丬 eIrnhOItz institutions conˉ

cIude the fo"owing agreement:

1, Purpose

a) In Order to increase the scientific cooperation between HeIrnholtz IRe■

search centres and cAs Institutes,HeImhokz and the CAS agree to or■

ganize a joint ca"for proposals l″ hich should lead to the forrη ation of up

to Ⅱve“ HeIrnholtz■cAs JOint Research Groups” (hereinafter referred to

as HCJRG)■

b) HCJRGs sha"bHng together research capacⅢ es from one or more

CAS inst⒒utes and one or more HeIΓ lhokz Research Centres and Ger。

man Universities, thus creating a centre of exceⅡ ence、″ith international

standing and attractiveness to researchers in a key area of research■
 In

generaI, researchers of both countries should contribute equa"y to the

cOmpetence of the Helmho"z■ cAS Partnership.In the PaHnership re■

searchers of the paHicipating paHner institutions work on a defined reˉ

search prQject which is divided into coordinated l″ ork packages designed

to reach a coΠ wnon research goal■
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C) HCJRG provide suffi(∶ )ient level of sHlIs,equipment and manpower

capabⅡ ities necessaγ  to l″ork on the defined research topic,fⅢ  relevant

research gaps and develop a speciaI concept for cross■ discipⅡ nary supˉ

pOH Of young scientists■

d) HCJRG sha"represent research groups of high nationaI and interna■

tionaI visibⅢ ty l″hich are prornising to attract additional funding from third

paHies throughout their funding peHOd.

e)HCJRG shall provide a management structure involving German and

Chinese Principa丨 Investigators(PIs), responsible for the harmonization

and coordination of、 ″ork paCkages、″ithin the HCJRG■  A spokesperson

responsible for the joint external representation,l″ ho l″Ⅲ be elected from

among the padicipating researchers and the PIs, sha"be deterrnined.

f) The significant resuIts of the research shaⅡ  be shared by the paHic卜

pating Gerrηan and Chinese researchers. lt is recornrnended that the

HeIrnholtz and Chinese research institutions involved in the HCJRG

shouId conclude a separate agreement on issues as inte"ectual propeHy

rights, IiabiIity and confidentiality■

2■ SCope of Funding

a)HeImhdtz is prepared to proⅥ de each seIected HCJRG w⒒ h an an¨
nual suppOH ranging frorn80,ooo up to12o,000Euros from its lnitiative

and Networking Fund, for a total of3years■  The budget provided by

Helrnholtz can only be used for one or rnore ofthe fo"owing cost catego¨

ries:

-to CoVer personneI costs forthe HCJRG w⒒ hin Germany;
- tO cOVerthe travel costs for Gerrnan HcJRG researchers and accoΠ

l■
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modation costs for Chinese HCJRG researchers;

- to purchase consumables necessaγ  for the performance of the
HCJRG;

- to CoVer the costs for joint field l″ ork or expeditions、″ithin the frame■

work ofthe HCJRG.

Genera"y there l″ ouId be no rnoney transfer across the border,aIthough

preparation of probes or fon″ arding instrumentations could be carried out

according to agreement.

b)CAs is prepared to provide each seIected HCJRG wⅡ h an annuaI

suppOH Of up to3oo,000 RMB (equivaIent to roughly35,ooo Euros),

for a totaI Of3years■ This pad of CAS budgetis from the CAs interna■

tionaI cooperation fund and cannot be spent for personnel cOsts butjust

for one or rnore of the following cOst categories:

- to CoVer the traveI cost for Chinese HCJRG researchers and accoΠ
1。

modation costs for German HCJRG researchers;

- to purchase consumabIes necessaγ
 for the perforrη ance of the

HCJRG;

- to CoVer the costs for joint field l″ ork or expeditions l″ ithin the frame■

work ofthe HCJRG■

3. Ca"for Proposa丨 s

a) JA caⅡ  for joint proposaIs shaⅡ be reIeased no later than 1st March

each year■  The subrnission deadⅡ ne shall not be Iater than3 months

from the pubⅡ shing date ofthe ca"■  The caⅡ shou丨 d announce that up to

Ⅱve HCJRGs can be granted wkhin the framework of each joint caII。

b) The caⅡ shaⅢ announce that proposaIs can be submitted in the fo卜

IOwing research fieIds, and programs therein, according to[Annex2]:

— 4—



1) Energy

2) Eadh and Environment

3) Health

4) Key TechnOIogies

5) Structure of Matter

6) Aeronautics,space and TranspOH

4■  Conditions for funding

● FOr each HCJRG a joint proposa丨 in English丨 anguage has to be

submitted through the BOard ofthe coordinating He丨 rnhokz Research

Centre and the Headquarters of the Chinese JAcademy of Sciences.

● The proposaI rnustindicate German and(Chinese Pls of the pro■

ject.Pls must be scientists of outstanding reputation■

· Participating groups that are not affiⅡ ated with the same institu¨

tions as the Chinese P丨 orthe Gerrnan Pl shouId have their own

Ciroup Leaders, who should be ear丨 y stage researchers.

● The joint proposal shou丨 d contain a clear concept for the impIe■

mentation of PhD and postdoctora丨  students into the research

activities on both sides■

● The proposa丨 s must rη eet the foⅡ owing conditions:

- Strategica"y relevant research topic

- SeIected for the advancement of research;

- Program-oHented activities l″ ith coordinated, compIementary

work packages, concrete goa丨 s and sufficienuy deta"ed m"e■

stones;

- EVidenCe of the expertise of the research groups, e■
g■ from

co"aborative research centres, He丨
rη h0丨tz eva丨 uations, pri冖

zes, leadership or participation in outstanding Eu Or other
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a)

third party■ funded pr°Jects, ca"s to high■ ranking expert com-

Π1ittees, high quality pubⅡcations;

- Concrete quaIity gain for partner institutions, possib丨 y also in

compaI口ison to eXisting cooperation;

- sufficient Ievel of ski", equipment and manpower capab"ities

to conduCt the research tirne丨 y and、″ith eXce"ence;

- JOint rη anagement and leadership structure;

- Opportunities for the exchange of young scientists must be

outlined;

- Financial master pIan regarding the utiⅡ zation of funds re■

quested from HeIΓIholtz and CAs(3year financiaI p丨an giv■

ing annual spec矸ications of the categoHes of costs for eaCh

of the participating partner institutions respectively: person■

nel, trave丨 , consumables and equipment).

5■ AppⅡcation, Evaluation and se丨 ection Procedures

The scientific paHners prepare a joint proposaIin Eng"sh language in

accordance with the forrη provided by JAnnex 1 to the Agreement.

The joint proposa丨 sha"be subrnitted to the Executive BOards of the

respective Helrnhokz(0enter and the HeadquaHers ofthe Chinese A。

cademy of sciences for internaI seIection procedure separately■  In

case, more than one l丬 eIrnhOItz center is involved,the joint propOsaI

is subrnitted to the coordinating Helrnholtz(0enter, as defined within

the joint proposaI■

The Executive BOard of the coordinating HeImho"z centre and cAs

headquaders shaⅡ  decide on the adrnittance of the proposaIs for fur■

ther evaluation through HeIrnho"z and CAs headquaHers.The joint

proposals, selected for fuHher review must be submitted in4copies

b)
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to the Helrnholtz and(CAS headquaders by the date pubⅡ shed in the

joint caⅢ  for proposaIs. FOr fudher copies an eIectronic version sha"

be provided。

c) ProposaIs must fuIf" aⅡ  the forrη al conditions for funding as an■

nounced in the CaⅡ  in order to be adrnitted to the evaIuation proce■

dure■ Amendments to the appⅡ cation forrη  after subrnission are not

possibIe。

d) The proposaIs admitted for fuHher review shaⅢ  be evaluated by

HeImhokz HeadquaHers and cAs. The PaHies organize individual

peer review processes in accOrdance with internaI rules and proce■

dures of the PaHies, provided that no less than two individual re■

views of each proposal are carried out■

e) The peer review shaⅡ  be cOmpleted by the PaHies within thrθ e

months aⅡer the deadⅡne pubⅡshed in the joint caⅡ for proposaIs.

f) The evaIuation results of He丨mhOItz and CAS sha"be refIected in two

ranked Iists of proposals, 、″hich cOnsist of three paHs∶

1■  Categoγ  A:to be funded with the highest priority;

2■ Categoγ B:to be funded盯 the budget aⅡows it(“ reseⅣ e list’’);
3. Category c): deemed to be of insu矸 iCient quaIity or n。 t cOrre■

sponding to the OL刂 ectives of the b"ateraI scientific cooperation

mechanism; not to be funded。

g)Helmhokz and CAs shaⅡ  set up a joint SeIection PaneI,consisting of

three reviewers from each of the Parties. The Review PaneI shaⅡ

carry out the final seIection of proposals to be funded on the basis of

the previous stages of evaluation reflected in the ranked Ⅱsts pre■

pared by the Padies■  JA funding decision is expected no later than

one month after the completion of the evaIuation procedure■

h) In selecting the proposaIs for joint funding, the Selection PaneI、″iⅡ
appIy the fo"owing principles:

— 7—



1■ proposals,putin categoγ A by both HeIrnhokz and CAS wi"be

funded as funding is avaⅡ able; in the event that funding is not aˉ

vaiIable for aⅢ  categoγ A proposals,Helmhokz and CAS wⅢ  mu¨

tua"y seIect a sub■set of the categoγ  A proposals for funding;

2■  proposaIs putin categoγ  A by one ofthe PaHies and in categoγ

B by the other can be funded if there are no more proposaIs

ranked in categoγ  A by both Parties and depending on the avai卜

abIe HeIrnholtz and CAs budgets;

3■ proposals, ranked in categoγ  B by both I丬elrnholtz and{CAs can

onIy be funded if there are no more proposaIs ranked in categoγ

A by either of the Padies, and depending on the ava"ab丨 e HeIrn■

holtz and CAs budgets;

4■ proposaIs putin categoγ  c)by Helrnholtz and/or CJAS are not el卜

gible.

6■  Funding Process

Funding agreements l″Ⅲ be Conc丨 uded between the HeIrnholtz AssOcia■

tion and the coordinating Helmholtz centre and between CAs and Chi¨

nese Institutions for each proposal,、″hich is to reCeive funding■  
·
丁hθ co■

ordinating HθIrnhOItz Centrθ , as pHmary recipient, passes the financial

means a"ocated frorn the Initiative and Networking Fund of the HeIrn■

hOItz JAssociation on to the partner institutions,as finaI recipients, in ac■

cOrdance、″ith the prelirninary calcuIations quoted in the proposaI and the

丨irnitations to cross border transfer of funds■

7.Duration of Agreement

The agreement is signed for the funding period of first caⅡ
 for proposaIs

beginning froΠ1 1st March2o12 and WⅡ l be cOntinued, if both paHies
jointly declare untiI six months before the expiry of the agreement the
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successful perfo〖汛ance and the proper conduct of the actuaI coopera■

tion peHOd■

CompⅡed and signed in two identical versions in EngⅡ sh language in

Be刂 ing■

FOr CAs FOr HeImhokz

<L二 。
Professor BAl Chun丨 i

President

23■ August2o11 23■ August2011
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