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Huang-Minlon ( Huang Ming-Long)
—— A Pioneer of Organic Chemistry in China
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Abstract
1919. He was awarded the Ph. D degree in Organic and Pharmaceutical Chemistry in 1924 by the University of

Professor Huang Minglong ( 1898—1979) graduated from Zhejiang Pharmaceutical College in

Berlin, Germany. From 1924 to 1934, he held positions of professor and then director of department in the Zhejiang
Medical College, and director of the Division of Chemistry in the Department of Health. From 1934 to 1940, he
was engaged in the research work in the Schering AG and other Institutes, Europe. In 1940, he returned to
Kunming, China, and became a researcher in the Institute of Chemistry, Academia Sinica, and a part-time
professor in the Southwest Associated University. In 1945, he visited the United States, and did researches in
Harvard University and then Merck. He took a detour to Europe to return homeland in 1952, and worked as a
researcher and the director in the Department of Chemistry of the People’s Liberation Army Academy of Medical
Sciences, and later in the Shanghai Institute of Organic Chemistry. In 1955, he was elected as Academician of the

Chinese Academy of Sciences. Huang devoted all his life to the education and research work in organic chemistry,

and made world-known contribution in two major areas of organic chemistry with lasting influence “structure
and mechanism” and “reaction and synthesis”. In 1940s, Huang discovered the circulatory transformation of four
stereoisomers of desmotroposantonin, which is a classic work in stereochemistry. In 1948, he published the well-
known paper about the Huang-Minlon Reduction. After his returning to China in 1952, he introduced and led the
researches of steroid chemistry, and started the development and manufacturing of steroid drugs as the founder of
the industry in China. Professor Huang consistently pursued rigorous scholarship, emphasizing on both applied and
basic researches. He followed closely the development in the field of chemistry, and also paid much attention to

laboratorial techniques. Huang was a great educator, being both a mentor and role model to his students. He was

recognized as the pioneer and founder of organic chemistry in China.

Key words Huang-Minlon ( Huang Ming-Long ) ; stereochemistry; Huang-Minlon reduction; steroid
chemistry
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